Questions for an MEP

· Why did you choose to run for the European Elections?
I decided to run because I wanted to promote the importance of our membership of the EU following the Brexit vote in the UK. I feel this is more important now than ever.
· What area of work are you involved in?
I am a member of the Trade committee and of the Development committee. I am also on the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Turkey and the EP delegation to South Africa.
· Was this your first choice to work in this area?
I had intended to join the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee but this was already taken when I joined in February.
· Do you live in Brussels now?
I am based in Dublin and normally travel over once a week for three nights. During Covid I am working remotely but will probably head back in September.
· Do you have to report any of your work to the Dáil here?
MEPs can attend Dail committees but there is no obligation. It would be a good idea if there was more interaction with the Dail.
· How much of a difference do you think it makes to have Ireland in the EU?
Many of our laws originate in the EU through the Commission and the European Parliament. In any democracy, it is vital that representatives of the people have oversight and decision making power over the development of public policy.
· Are you allowed to make any changes to policy or how things work?
Changing policy happens all the time. It is a slow process and starts with building up networks of influence so that when issues of major importance arise, we are in a position to make changes.
· If you had a choice would you like to be president of the EU?
We have a choice. The President of the EU has to be voted for the European Parliament. I am happy with the current incumbent. I think Margrethe Vestager would also be very good.
· Should all children spend some time in Europe as part of their education?
Absolutely. This is even more important after Brexit. We are not good with languages like French, German and Spanish so spending time in Europe would really help.
· Do you have to stay in a hotel in Brussels or does your Party have accommodation for you to stay in?
I stay in a hotel but we pay for it ourselves. I hope to rent an apartment from September on.
· How many constituency offices do you have in your region?
So far, none. I hope to start renting office space in the next few weeks. It will be just one office.
· How often do you get to speak in the Parliament?
So far, I have only spoken once because I was late starting and now can’t participate because of remote working.
· What are the major implications for Ireland since the UK left the EU?
The major impact is yet to be seen. If there is a good trade agreement the damage will be limited to a reduction in influence for Ireland in the EU. The UK and Ireland were aligned on many European issues. 
· Our school and community is very close to the border. What effect will Brexit have on the border regions?
Again it depends on the nature of the agreement. The border will remain open for travel because of the Common Travel Area and assuming there is a trade agreemnt it will remain open for the transport of goods. 
