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Introductory Statement and Rationale 

Introductory Statement 
This policy has been reviewed in January 2020.

Rationale 
In keeping with the guidelines laid down by the DES (1999), we focused on this area of planning to ensure that the revised curriculum for History would be taught in our school in a well-planned and organised manner. This plan will benefit teaching and learning within our school and will be made available to all new and existing members of staff. 

Vision
We aim to provide a holistic education for all children within the school in line with our schools mission statement. We teach history in our school to give children a sense of belonging in their community. Our local area is one of considerable historical value and we hope that the children will develop an awareness and knowledge of this. We recognise that children's interpretation of life in the past is a central theme of our history curriculum. Our history curriculum provides opportunities for the child to acquire a broad and balanced understanding of local, national and international history through the study of a range of peoples, events and periods.

Aims
We endorse the aims of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education as outlined on Page 4 of the SESE History Curriculum Statement.
" To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past.
" To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events had an impact on each other.
" To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity.
" To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child.
" To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically.
" To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways.
" To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments.
" To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today.
" To encourage children to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant.
" (SESE History Curriculum Statement Page 12)

Short-term Aims: 
We have made the following decisions to promote and develop the teaching and learning of history in our school:

· We will ensure that there will be a sufficient recognition of timelines as an aid to the understanding of history

· We will endeavour to use local resources and local sites as much as possible in our study of history

Curriculum Planning
1. Strands and Strand Units 

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for their relevant class level. We are aware that the infant classes to second class have to cover all strands and strand units and content objectives, from third to sixth class there is a menu curriculum the chosen topics for each year will be agreed by staff. 
We are aware that we have to carry out two in depth studies each year from third class to sixth class level, one local and one national/international. Certain topics are revisited throughout the school and covered in depth as the children progress; these topics are recorded in the teachers planning. Equal emphasis is given to each strand and strand unit. Strand units are chosen to reflect the history of our local area and links to national or international history e.g. Buildings, sites or ruins in the locality – Mullan village, Errigal graveyard, politics, conflict and society – for example Charles Gavan Duffy. 
Collaboration when choosing topics for history is part of the planning process for 3rd to 6th class and ensures continuity and progression of the history curriculum throughout the school. Teachers are familiar with the local area; the environmental audit will be made available to all new and existing members of staff.

Skills and Concepts Development 
Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides for the development of a growing range of historical skills and concepts. Each teacher is aware of the aspects of Working as a Historian that apply at each class level.

Infants (Refer p.18 Curriculum)
Time and Chronology
Using Evidence
Communication
First - Sixth Classes (Refer pg's 26, 40, 60 Curriculum)
Time and Chronology
Change and Continuity
Cause and Effect
Using Evidence
Empathy
Communication and Synthesis

Approaches and methodologies: 

Depending on the class level the following strategies may be used for developing the skills of Working as an Historian
" Sequencing activities
" Use of timelines
" Examining historical evidence
" Working with older people to look at life in the past
" Using artifacts in the classroom
" Developing a sense of empathy from stories of life in the past
" Visiting historical buildings
" Visit to the County Museum or arranging outreach visits from them
" Communicate findings through a range of media
" Use of old photographs of peoples and places of Monaghan, Emyvale, etc
" Engaging with the local historians 

Linkage and Integration: 
We acknowledge that linkage and integration is recommended within the curriculum. History links naturally with several subjects, for example - SPHE (myself and the wider world), geography - human environments, Physical education - dance from feasts and festivals of the past and music (listening, responding and performing).
Children will be given the opportunity to explore and compare stories, legends, games and songs from Ireland and other countries represented in our school.
Multi-Grade Teaching: 
Teachers will consult with colleagues in the planning topics to ensure continuity. Work will be differentiated for the older children within the class. Teachers may further employ group and project work. 

Assessment and record keeping:
This will be in accordance with the school's assessment policy, which is followed throughout the school. Assessment activities include:
" Teacher observation
" Teacher designed tasks and tests at the end of units of work
" Work samples, copies and projects
" Models
" Practical fieldwork
" Role-play
" Pupil self assessment

Children with different needs: 
Teachers are familiar with the NCCA guidelines for teachers of students with general learning disabilities and those for children with exceptional ability. We will do our best to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded environmental education. We use the following techniques to provide for individual difference.

" Teachers will use a mixture of whole-class teaching and group work, with different groups set tasks of various complexities.
" Planning topics so that opportunities are provided for alternative investigation for the more/less able
" Teachers will develop their questioning techniques spanning from simple recall to more complex and analytical skills so that all pupils will have opportunities for success.
" Different ways of recording and communicating findings will be encouraged: drawing, ICT, written records, oral reports and models
" Intervening to ensure that all children are given direction, stimulus and encouragement that they require.
" Children with exceptional ability will be encouraged to undertake additional research and recording their geographical findings in a variety of ways.
" Children born abroad or who have lived in other countries will be invited to share their experiences with the other pupils.
" Children with Special Needs will have access to the Special Needs Assistants, Resource/Learning support teachers should the need arise.

Equality of Participation and Access
Boys and girls will have equal opportunities to participate in History lessons and activities and experience all strands and strand units. 

Interculturalism 
The History class is used as an opportunity to educate children as to the culture of all people, people from different countries and different cultures e.g. children from Lithuania. The children will explore the cultures and traditions of their home countries. 

Organisational Planning: 

Timetable 
In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) three hours have been allocated to SESE per week, from first class to sixth, and two and a quarter hours with the infant classes. This time is affected by the changes introduced by the new Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, however greater integration of history will help to alleviate this. 

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. 
This might occur when
- working on a (integrated) project
- exploring the local historical environment for example a visit to Monaghan County Museum or Mullan Village, Errigal Churchyard etc or devising and undertaking a local trail
Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE when appropriate.

Resources and ICT:
We will use a wide range of resources to provide a variety of information about the people and places being studied and which are suitable for the ages and abilities of the pupils. These include:
" The children's own experiences
" The experiences of people known to them
" The classroom, school and its grounds
" The children's homes
" The local environment
" The use of story, pictures, illustrations, photographs, artifacts, textbooks, library reference materials, a variety of maps and atlases
" Visits to local sites and heritage centres
" Links with schools in other places
" Information technology and websites of historical interest. 

Health and Safety 
The Health and Safety and School Tours Policy cover safety concerns around out of school activities. The principal will be notified and parental permission agreed. Suitable activities will be chosen and prepared for children to engage in. Children will be informed as to what to bring on outings. Adequate supervision will be provided. Time will be given to evaluate the learning experience afterwards.

Individual Teachers' Planning and Reporting 
Teachers will report on work completed on a Monthly Report template - Cúntas Míosúil. These will help inform teachers future classroom planning. Cuntás Miosúila will inform review of the History whole school plan as it will form the basis of work completed within the school.
Teachers will use the History curriculum strands, strand units and whole school plan when planning.
Teachers keep yearly plans for History.
Staff Development
Teachers access reference books, resource materials, and websites dealing with history as the need arises. Teachers are responsible for keeping these resources up to date. Teachers are made aware of history in-service courses available in Monaghan Education Centre and encouraged to attend and share their knowledge with other members of staff. 

Parental Involvement 
Parents have an important role to play as custodians of local knowledge that can be shared with their children as they explore the various aspects of the local environment. Parents and grandparents are encouraged to support the delivery of this programme by participating in surveys and interviews and occasionally visiting the classes to explain the uses of artifacts from the past and share their stories. When the opportunity presents itself parents may be invited to view children's projects or associated art work which is regularly displayed.
Community Links
People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in local history may be invited to speak to the children. These include
" Local historians or heritage officers
" Monaghan County Museum / Library
" Monaghan County Council

Success Criteria 
It is our aim that the whole school plan for History will make a difference to the teaching and learning of History in our school. We shall review this whole school plan in the future under the following headings:
How will we know that the plan has been implemented?
Teachers' preparation based on this plan
Has the plan achieved its aims? 
· We aim to use the following strategies.
· Teacher/parent feedback
· Children's feedback
· Inspectors' suggestions/reports
Has the plan promoted the key considerations when implementing the history programme?
· History develops an interest in and curiosity about the past.
· Children are involved in the study of personal and local history.
· Children engage in the process of historical enquiry-working as an historian.
· Knowledge and skills are of equal importance
Implementation - Roles and Responsibilities 
All class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the history curriculum in their own classrooms. Evaluation of progress will take place at staff meetings.


Review 
This plan will be reviewed again after two years – all teachers will be involved in review.

Ratified by the Board of Management on ……………………………………………..

Signed ………………………………………………………………………(Chairperson) 

           …………………………………………………………………………(Principal)




PAGE  
2

