School Update:  September 27 2021 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Changes to Covid Measures and Contact Tracing
From today 27th September there are changes to the arrangements for contact tracing 
• Children, who are identified as a close contact in primary school and who are asymptomatic will no longer be required to restrict movements or be tested, unless indicated on public health grounds. This applies regardless of the number of confirmed cases identified in these non-household settings. • Children who are identified as household contacts, who are not fully vaccinated or who have not had laboratory confirmed COVID-19 infection in the previous 9 months, will still be required to restrict their movements. They will have testing arranged for them by the HSE 
All other measures remain in the school. We have been provided with air quality monitors for every classroom. These monitors show a range of results from green – yellow – orange – red which warn teachers when further ventilation is required in the classroom. Adequate ventilation of indoor spaces, either through natural ventilation (i.e. opening windows and external doors) or by mechanical means (e.g. central air-conditioning unit) is extremely important. We can tell from the monitors that our current arrangements for break-times is working well 
• We continue to emphasise good respiratory etiquette and hand hygiene practice
Extra Teaching Resources announced 
The Department of Education has announced extra hours for learning support in all schools, to be targeted at children who have lost out due to Covid related school closure. We have been allocated 187.5 extra hours and we will be organising an extra teacher (Miss Treanor) to cover these hours over 12 weeks.  . We have been assessing children over the last number of weeks to determine which children will receive extra help.  Much of this work will be in small groups. 
Uniforms 
There are a number of new uniform polo shirts and jumpers left in the office. If anyone is interested please contact Patricia. Jumpers are €12  and polo shirts €9
	Jumper
	Poloshirts

	 7/8 x 1
	

	11/12 x 1
	9/11 x1

	XS adult x 2
	12/13 x3

	Small adult x2
	Small Adult x 2



Important - Communications! 
Please keep your contact details up to date. We need a current email and one mobile number from each family so if you have made any changes please let us know. 
Newsletters will now be on the school web site at www.knockconanns.weebly.com and we will send a text alert when they go out to let you know. 

